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Essay and Analysis

SEAL COLLECTING AS PART
OF THE PHILATELIC HOBBY

George Painter

We who collect seals, labels, and poster stamps as our primary philatelic interest often need
to explain our hobby to other philatelists. This article is to give an overview of this specialty.

Definitions are in order as a first step. A “seal” is any stamp-like item issued by a private
organization or governmental entity specifically to raise funds for some charitable or public
cause. A “poster stamp” is any stamp-like item issued by a business, industry, or
governmental entity to promote that business, industry, or some public event like an
exposition. A “label” is any stamp-like item that is exclusively for a decorative purpose, sold
by a business purely as a profit-making enterprise. Though the three arguably should be
distinguished when speaking, we collectors have a tendency to lump them together under the
rubric “seals.”

Seals, labels, and poster stamps are graded exactly the way as postage stamps. Physical
condition [paper, gum, perforations] and appearance [centering] are of equal concern to seal
collectors.

The focus of this article, owing to the time of the year, is the U.S. Christmas Seal. These first
were issued in 1907 and sold only in Wilmington, Delaware and Philadelphia to raise funds
for a financially troubled tuberculosis hospital in Delaware. As it turns out, more than ten
times the amount of money needed was raised and word of these special “Christmas

Stamps,” as they were then called, spread throughout the country.

The excitement generated by the Delaware experiment led the American National Red Cross
to convene a meeting in early January 1908.
Also in this Issue — There, they agreed to begin issuing a national
seal each year. Beginning in 1911, the Red
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the Red Cross logo was replaced by the
NTA’s red double-barred Cross of Lorraine,
which remains on seals to this day. [What was originally the NTA has changed its name to




the American Lung Association and expanded its scope to fighting numerous lung diseases.]
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1907 Type 1 seal postmarked Philadelphia on December 25, 1907.

Printed in Geérmany,

1907 Type 2 seal postmarked Wilmington, Delaware on December 25, 1907. Note an overlapping
receiving mark, which is also dated December 25, 1907.

Seals were officially called “Christmas Stamps” for the first three years of sale. This led to
some confusion. By being called a “stamp,” many people thought they were special postage
stamps. Additionally, they were sold for one cent each, the same as the postage rate for
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postcards, the most common mode of use for seals in that time era. In December 1909, the
U.S. Post Office Department issued a plea for people to stop using these “Christmas Stamps”
as postage.

In response, the American Red Cross did two things. First, harmlessly, they renamed these
fundraising items “Christmas Seals” to differentiate them from postage stamps. Second, not
harmlessly, they began a campaign urging people to place seals on the backs of envelopes or
packages, or on the picture side of postcards. The terrible harm this caused will be discussed
later in this article under the “Seals On Cover” section.
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1908 Type 1A seal successfully used as postage.

It is unclear exactly when the seal collecting hobby began, but it is clear that the 1930s was
the decade in which it really took off. In 1931, the Christmas Seal and Charity Stamp
Society, the official organization for seal collectors, was founded. Newspaper articles about
seal collecting first appeared in this decade. Beginning in 1936, and continuing to this day,
each year’s Christmas Seal has an official first day of issue, with a cacheted cover and seal
postmarked in Santa Claus, Indiana. The NTA issued a special souvenir sheet in 1938 for
collectors. It featured that year’s seal design and four portrait seal designs that were
incorporated into the year’s sheet. In 1933, the South Dakota Public Health Association
issued special covers for seal collectors to commemorate the state’s public health day. This
is also the decade during which blatantly philatelic uses of Christmas Seals became common.
More about the philatelic uses of seals is forthcoming.

It is important to note that, although some U.S. Christmas Seals are found in the Scott
Catalogue [under prefix WX], there are a number left out. The catalog claims, falsely, there
is “no longer one national issue” and stops its information with 1979. There is a national seal
issued every year. Scott just doesn’t want to devote space to them. Additionally, three very
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rare seals, in fact the three rarest, are not listed - the 1911 Type 4,
1911 Type 5, and 1913 Type 4. Finally, Scott does not differentiate
certain types - it lists a 1908 Type 1 and Type 2, but does not break
down the Type 1 properly into Type 1A and Type 1B. Likewise,
there are officially 1913 Type 2A and Type 2B seals, which Scott
lumps together as “Type 2.” Though these errors and omissions
have been brought to the attention of Scott, it stubbornly refuses to

Ultra-rare 1911 Type 4, . .-

not listed by Scott. make any corrections or additions.

The consequence is that seal collectors do not use the Scott Catalogue, and dealers listing
seals for sale by Scott Catalogue number are not providing any helpful information to a
collector. Any seal item listed for sale should be referred to only by the year, type,
perforation variety, or any other such detail. For example, a seal collector will know what a
1921 Type 3 seal is, but maybe not what a WX29A [the corresponding Scott number] is.

Different type seals exist for only 10 years [1907, 1908, 1911, 1913, 1918, 1919, 1920, 1921,
1925, and 1928]. They range from two to five “types.” For most of these years, types exist
due to having different printers produce the seals and the printers making subtle design
changes to differentiate their production from another printer’s. In more recent years,
printer’s marks have replaced design changes. Different printers are the cause for the types
of 1908, 1918, 1919, 1920, 1921, 1925, and 1928 seals. With some years [1921 and 1925],
differences are so subtle that magnification is required to tell the types apart. For the 1907
and 1913 seals, types exist for reasons unrelated to printers. For 1911, it was a combination
of different printers and other reasons.

A few of these types or varieties exist due to local shortages of seals. The 1908 Type 1A
rouletted seal, 1908 Type 1B rouletted seal, 1911 Type 4, and probably the 1913 Type 4,
1921 Type 3, and 1925 Type 3, were due to local shortages that could not be made up by the
national office. [See example on next page.]

Knowing your “types” is important because catalog values can be radically different for
them. Examples of value differences for the two years with the largest number of types, for
MNH/VF singles:

1911 1913
Type 1 $50.00 Type 1 $1,400.00
Type 2 $120.00 | Type 2A $7.50
Type 3 $75.00 | Type 2B $7.50
Type 4 $750.00 Type 3 $8.50
Type 5 $2,000.00+ Type 4 $350.00

Book Reports Nov-Dec 2010 Page 4



AL |
)

‘[ NATIONAL

Faw: S

d NVOIUARY

aquvo Lso.

H-20y0) ¢

BUOX MAN 00D

Shortages: 1908 Type 1B rouletted seal issued in Portland, Oregon
due to heavy local demand and usage.

SHEETS

If you are interested in collecting Christmas Seals in sheets, you may be surprised to learn
you can obtain full sheets going back quite a number of years without spending a lot of
money. You also can spend a lot of money for certain years, and have a great deal of trouble
finding them. Full sheet prices can be broken into three categories by year. Keep in mind
that 10 years have multiple types of seals, and the prices below are for each type of each of
these years.

1907, 1908, 1910-16, 1918 Rare; prices in the hundreds or thousands of dollars.

1909, 1917, 1919-26 Still easily obtainable; prices range from $25 to $100;
with the vast majority in the $40 to $50 range.

1927-present Very easy to find; prices range from $2 to $4.

Some years or types were not issued in sheets. The 1911 Types 3 and 5 are coils, and the
1918 Type 2 was issued only in booklet panes. Other rare seals are not known to have intact
sheets survive — the 1911 Type 2, 1911 Type 4, and 1913 Type 4. The 1913 Type 1 had only
a single sheet printed and that has been broken up. [There are rumors of at least a second
sheet of this seal, but Red Cross records are pretty clear that only one ever existed.]

The 1907 seals, existing in two types and sold only in two cities, did not have a large number
produced. Full sheet survival also was hampered by their size — 228 subjects. Many sheets
were broken up simply for the sake of convenience at sales booths. The same story occurred
with all three types of the 1908 seal. Being produced for nationwide sale, the Red Cross,
having no previous experience in such matters, had to estimate demand. As it turns out, they
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greatly underestimated that demand. This alone
caused the breakup of huge numbers of sheets, but,
as with the 1907 seals, size also was a major factor.
The 1908 seals are the largest ever made in the U.S.
measuring 1%z by 1% inches. The Types 1A and 1B
seals were issued in sheets of 252 [250 subjects and
two blank labels], meaning one measured about 21
by 27 inches. The Type 2 was issued in sheets of
100, but the size of each seal still meant one sheet
measures about 14 by 15 inches. Because it was
slightly less unwieldy than the other types’ size, and
because somewhat fewer of these seals were used,
the Type 2 in full sheet is slightly less rare today than
the other two.

1918 Type 1 sheet [reduced].

Full sheets of most of these other early years are rare simply due to heavy demand causing
the sheets to be broken up for use. The 1918 Type 1 seal was printed in sheets but not sold to
the public. They, like the Type 2 seal, were sold only in panes of 10. Given how rare 1918
Type 1 sheets are, it is evident that either few were printed or that many were destroyed after
printing. The current catalog values of the rare sheets are shown below.

1907 Type 1 $2,500 | 1913 Type 2A $400
1907 Type 2 $4,000 | 1913 Type 2B $400
1908 Type 1A --- | 1913 Type 3 $900
1908 Type 1B --- | 1914 $600
1908 Type 2 | 1915 $800
1910 $900 | 1916 $600
1911 Type 1 $5,000 | 1918 Type 1 $1,200
1912 $750

The 1908 sheets are so rare that there is no set catalog value for them, but they undoubtedly
would sell in the $5,000 to $8,000 range per type. Though the 1910 has a $900 catalog
value, it usually sells for around $600 because almost all intact sheets are of poor quality.
The 1913 Type 3 and 1915 sheets have recently jumped in value.

BOOKLETS

Seals were issued in both booklets and sheets in four years: 1908, 1930, 1931, and 19309.
They were sold only in booklet pane format in 1918. The 1908 seal has three types, but only
the Type 1A and Type 2 were sold in booklets. Each was sold in booklets of 9 [cost: 10
cents], 24 [25 cents], or 48 [50 cents]. The booklets had three panes of three, four panes of
six, or eight panes of six. Intact booklets of these are tremendously rare and may exist only
for the booklet of 24 and then only for the Type 1A. Intact panes are rare, especially the
Type 1A pane of three. The top and middle seal from panes of three have opposing straight
edges and often are mislabeled as coils by sellers. Even just the covers from these booklets
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are highly collectible today, and they are rare. Few people kept booklet covers once all the
seals inside were used.

9 STAMPS 10 CENTS

T CHRINSTMAS STAMPS

ISSUED BY THE AM. NAT. RED CROSS TO *

STAMP OUT THE WHITE PLAGUE o

! THESE STAMPS DO NOT CARRY ANY KIND OF MAIL ° 5l
. BUT ANY KIND OF MAIL WILL CARRY THEM 4
' = e —! , ‘

Cover for 1908 booklet of 9.

RED CROSS RED CROSS RED CROSS

essesssccsecsssse
NATIONAL

1908 Type 2 booklet pane of 3.

In both 1930 and 1931, there were booklets of 100 and 200 seals. Of these, the 1930 intact
booklet of 100 is a scarcity, but the others remain common. In 1939, there was a booklet of
200 seals issued, and it remains common. There were experimental booklets of the 1923
seal, but not sold to the public. Only two were known. One remains intact and the other was
broken into individual panes and sold by a dealer.

ERRORS

Seal errors are a collecting specialty and the same kinds of errors, i.e., total mistakes, occur
on seals as on stamps, e.g., no perforations when called for, colors completely missing.

SEALS ON COVER

Earlier it was mentioned that the American Red Cross promoted placing Christmas Seals on
the back of envelopes or packages and on the picture side of postcards to help the Post Office
Department stop people from using them as postage. It is a great misfortune that many
people did so, and that an increasing number of people did so over the years.

Let’s be blunt and up-front about it now. If you use any kind of current seal, label, or poster
stamp on your mail, ALWAYS PUT IT RIGHT NEXT TO THE POSTAGE. Never put it
on the back of your mailings. Why? Seals on postcards or envelope, unless great rarities in
and of themselves, have little to no collectable value if they are not “tied” to that card or
envelope.
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What is a “tied” seal and why is it so important that it be tied? A tied seal is one whose
existence on a postcard or envelope can be documented as being there at the time of the
mailing. If it is placed next to the postage, the postmark will hit it and thus prove it was used
the year it was issued. Some seals are very common as mint singles, but rare tied. Without
this rule, there is nothing to stop an individual from buying a supply of inexpensive mint
seals and sticking them on the back of an envelope and then trying to pass them off as rare
tied examples. A seal on a postcard or envelope without being tied is considered just a used
seal and its catalog value is one-half that of a mint seal.

A postmark ties a seal no matter how small of an area of the seal is hit by it, even if only a
single perf. Offset on the reverse of an envelope or postcard hitting the seal also ties it,
although these are less desirable than a front-side cancel. Auxiliary markings also count if
they hit a seal.

In addition to the postage, a seal can be tied by overlap. If it is overlapped by a stamp that
has been canceled or another tied seal, then it is considered tied, even without the postmark
hitting it.

If tied by postmark, auxiliary marking, or overlap, every one of an unbroken multiple seal is
considered tied if just one of them is hit by the postmark, auxiliary marking, or overlap, since
the unbroken multiple had to have been used all at once. No one can re-stitch separated seals
together once they’re on a cover.

The third way to tie a seal is a gray area - it can be considered “tied by message.” This
includes auxiliary markings that reference the seal on the cover, a written message on a card
or letter mentioning or describing the seal, and various other ways that indicate clearly that
the seal was on the card or envelope at the time it was mailed.

Below are three charts illustrating the difference in catalog value by types of certain years
between used, i.e., not tied seals and tied ones. They illustrate both the importance of
knowing your types and being sure a seal is tied non-philatelically.

1907 Used Single Tied Single
Type 1 $8.75 $1,000.00
Type 2 $7.50 $1,200.00
1913 Used Single Tied Single
Type 1 $700.00 Does not exist
Type 2A $3.75 $200.00
Type 2B $3.75 $200.00
Type 3 $4.25 $25.00
Type 4 $175.00 | [currently unique]
1925 Used Single Tied Single
Type 1 $0.15 $10.00
Type 2 $0.15 $50.00
Type 3 $0.375 $100.00
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What a difference a timely postmark can make! And, the postmark must be timely. Putting a
1907 seal on an envelope and sending it through the mail in 2010 will not make it worth any
more than a used seal. “Timely” is defined as any use of a seal before the next seal was
issued. Therefore, a 1912 seal postmarked in October 1913 is a late use, but not an untimely
one, whereas one postmarked in December 1913 is an untimely use. Late uses have lower
catalog values, but they still have value above a used seal, which is all an untimely use would
command.

These prices for tied singles are the base catalog value. A number of other factors can raise
the value of a tied seal, and these factors are discussed below. Before doing so, it is
important to mention philatelic uses. These became common beginning in the 1930s,
although a few are known from earlier years. There is a strong divide among seal collectors
concerning these uses. They are either loved or hated, with no middle ground. A philatelic
use is one intended to enhance interest in the tied seal by intentional acts. Examples include,
but are not limited to, cachets, an envelope with sender and addressee the same person, ultra-
early postmarks, use of vintage postage, use of proofs or essays instead of, or with, the issued
seal, and December 25 postmarks in towns like Christmas, Florida or Santa Claus, Indiana.
Whether or not one likes philatelic uses, they always have less value than non-philatelic uses.

There are also a few years that are scarce or rare tied, regardless of type. The 1907 seals,
sold in only two states, are both quite rare tied. Scarce, but not rare, are both types of the
1918 seals, the scarcity due to the difficulty the Red Cross had getting them out in the year of
World War | and the Spanish influenza pandemic, as well as their own restrictive sales policy
that year. Also scarce to rare are Depression Era seals, those of the years 1925 through 1936,
with the 1928 [all three types] as the most difficult of all. These seals from the Depression
Era remain quite common as singles and in sheets, but many people at the time couldn’t
afford charity seals or greeting cards and tied usage plunged temporarily.

All information below is for non-philatelic uses of seals. All of these factors make a tied seal
both more financially valuable and more desirable to a collector.

ENHANCING THE COLLECTABILITY, DESIR ABILITY
AND FINANCIAL VALUE OF A TIED SEAL

[1] Use as postage. This is the single most exciting factor for a collector. Even though
much education has taken place that Christmas Seals are not postage, a number of people
continued to use them that way. Most commonly today, they are placed on mailings to
utilities, insurance companies, and various creditors. This type of usage appears to be a
concerted protest against the addressees, hoping to make them pay postage due. As to
catalog value, use as postage greatly increases the value of a tied seal, anywhere from tripling
to quintupling it.
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1908 Type 1A seal “nabbed” by the Post Office. Also note the mis-perforation error on the seal.

[2] Logo cancels. Although most logo cancels increase the desirability of a tied seal, there
are standouts. In 1919, 1922, and 1923, there were different Christmas Seal promotional
logo cancels. Some of these are scarce in and of themselves, but if they tie that year’s seal,
they can be extremely rare. Below are the known logo cancels for these years and their
commonness. This listing concerns only these cancels tying that year’s seal.

1919 “Fight Tuberculosis With Red Cross Christmas Seals” Rare
1922 “Fight Tuberculosis With Christmas Seals” Rare
1922 “Christmas Seals Stamp Out Tuberculosis” — Plain text Scarce
1922 “Christmas Seals Stamp Out Tuberculosis” — Stylized text Scarce
1923 “Christmas Seals Stamp Out Tuberculosis” — Plain text Common
1923 “Christmas Seals Stamp Out Tuberculosis” — Stylized text Type 1 Rare
1923 “Christmas Seals Stamp Out Tuberculosis” — Stylized text Type 2 | Unknown

Uses in 1919 are known only for the Type 1 seal. A Type 2 tied with this cancel will be a
mega rarity. Because all three of these years are extremely common tied, that logo cancel
turns a common item into an uncommon
one. The 1923 Stylized Type 2 logo

cancel never has been found tying a seal.
It is known to have been used in only
two U.S. cities, and one of those for a §% RE v
single day only. These logos sometimes - 2|5 spx D CRE
come in different sizes of font, so there ? " |CHRISTMAS:
is even greater variety of collecting them ¢ W >
than the list above reveals.

1919 - First year of Christmas Seal logo.
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In later years, there also are general TB cancels that make no reference to Christmas Seals,
but show the Cross of Lorraine logo, and there was a revival of Christmas Seals postmarks in
the 1970s and 1980s.

[3] Postmark date. There are a few postmark dates that raise the value of a tied seal. The
most obvious is a Christmas Seal with a December 25 postmark. These are far more
common among early rather than recent years, because a century ago people tended to mail
their greeting cards much later. December 19 through December 23 are exceedingly
common postmark dates for these older seals. [A non-philatelic December 25 postmark date
raises the value of a tied seal 30 percent.] Likewise, a January 1 postmark on a seal on a
New Year’s greeting card is of high desirability. Of secondary desirability are December 24
postmarks on Christmas cards and December 31 postmarks on New Year’s cards. They are
considerably easier to find than those on the actual holiday. The other exciting postmark date
is the EKU for a seal — the earliest known use. While these other postmark dates are static,
the EKU can be trumped by another when a new example is found.

[4] Mailing venue. Our society changed from postcard greetings to cards in envelopes
greetings, and that has affected tied seals. From 1907 through 1924, postcard use of tied
seals overwhelms envelope use. When a tied seal is found on an envelope from these years,
it’s more likely to be on a commercial envelope because many businesses used Christmas
Seals on their mail as a public service. Non-commercial envelope use of seals during these
years was rare. There was a transition period during the years 1925 through 1931, when
postcard and envelope uses were competitive in numbers. It was 1928 when envelope use
first exceeded postcard use. From 1932 to the present, envelope use overwhelms postcard
use. The number of businesses using seals on their mail dropped steadily, so that in recent
years the order of most to least common use is non-commercial envelope, postcard, and
commercial envelope. Consequently, the early year seals are more valuable and desirable on
envelopes, especially non-commercial ones, rather than postcards. In recent years, seals are
more valuable on postcard than on non-commercial envelope, with commercial envelope
usage now exceedingly rare.

[5] Double-tied seals. This term refers to two [or more] different kinds of seals timely tied
together on a single postcard or envelope. Examples would be a TB Christmas Seal tied with
a Holy Childhood Association Christmas Seal, or a Lutheran Wheatridge Christmas Seal tied
with a Boys Town Christmas Seal.
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1965 NTA Seal double tied with 1965 Holy Childhood Seal.
Note the tuberculosis logo cancel.
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[6] Multiples. Use of more than one seal, whether a pair, strip, or block, greatly enhances
the tied seal in the eyes of a collector. Some years are quite rare in multiple, even if not
necessarily so in single. The 1908 and 1913 seals, all types, are rarities in multiple simply
because of the large size of the seals. Since postcard use was the common venue for them,
even a single of these seals took up a lot of space on the card. The 1918 seals are quite rare
in multiple for a different reason: they were sold by the Red Cross exclusively in panes of 10,
and everyone, no matter how much money given, could get just a single pane of 10. Thus, if
you ordinarily sent out 20 or 30 greeting cards, only 10 would get a seal. In this scenario, it
IS easy to see why so few multiples were put onto mailings.
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1909 multiple tied by postmark and overlap. The lower left of the left postmarked seal overlaps the
lower right corner of the pair to the left. Thus, all four seals are considered tied.

[7] Foreign Destinations. Seals on postcards or envelopes mailed to foreign countries
command a premium, although three are common destinations: Canada, England, and
Germany. The more exotic the location, the more desirable the tied seal. There is a myth
that seal use to foreign countries is, or was, illegal. In fact, seal use to foreign countries
never has been illegal in the United States. This myth may come from the actions of England
in December 1909, when it, in a fit of pique, banned all mail from any country that had one
of these “Christmas Stamps” on it. Worldwide protest caused England to reverse its decision
two weeks later. However, there is a specialty finding 1909 tied seals returned because of
refusal of entry by England. “Prohibited by Country of Destination” is a common auxiliary
marking on them. In fact, foreign countries often do seal collectors a favor. Many seals
placed on the back of envelopes have been tied by a receiving cancel in countries of
destination. This happens most commonly in countries that are not English-speaking. The
post office employees may not be able to read what is on the seal and think it’s some kind of
postage that they need to cancel upon receipt.
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“Prohibited by Country of Destination” auxiliary marking on
1909 card with seal sent to England from Boston.

[8] Commemorative Stamps for Postage: In the pre-Roosevelt and Farley days, as we know,
there were far fewer commemorative stamps issued, especially before the mid-1920s. Thus,
finding a tied early seal with a commemorative stamp for postage is extremely exciting. The
use of commemoratives for postage in recent years is not considered a bonus, because the
number of them issued and their popularity make them more commonly found with a tied
seal than a definitive stamp.

Common seal; uncommon stamp. Tied 1909 seal with the scarce imperforate Hudson-Fulton
commemorative paying postage.

[9] Miscellaneous Factors. Seals with errors on them, those sent to or from a famous person,
and those with auxiliary markings also are enhancing factors for tied seals.

ANCILLARY SEAL ITEMS

There are a significant number of items reproducing seal images, including lapel buttons,
bookmarks, window posters, transit passes, booth envelopes, placemats, coffee mugs,
letterhead, bonds, and milk bottle caps, each of which has collectors. These generally are not
of high value, although some of the scarcer lapel buttons and bonds can reach triple-digit sale
prices.
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1938 Portland, Oregon transit pass.

MISCELLANEOUS SEALS

Many other organizations issue seals for charitable purposes. These are specialty collections.
Among the longest-lived and most collected of such seals are those from Boys Town, the
Easter Seal Society, the Pontifical Association of the Holy Childhood, Lutheran Wheatridge
Sanitarium, and Grace Lutheran Sanitarium.

FOR FURTHER READING:

John Denune, Comprehensive and Simple Christmas Seal Price Lists and Albums,2006 [CD].
Dick Green, Green’s Catalog of Tuberculosis Seals of the World — U.S. National, Christmas
Seal and Charity Stamp Society, 2007 [CD].

Dick Green, Green’s Catalog of Tuberculosis Seals of the World — Foreign, Christmas Seal
and Charity Stamp Society, 2007 [CD].

Dick Green, Green’s Catalog of Tuberculosis Seals of the World — U.S. Locals, Christmas
Seal and Charity Stamp Society, 1998 [CD].

Douglas Lehman, The Postal History of Christmas Seals, Paragon Publishing, 1990.
Timothy McGinnis, ed., Mosbaugh’s Easter Seals Catalogue, 2nd rev., 20009.

Seal News, quarterly journal of the Christmas Seal and Charity Stamp Society.

George Painter is a member of the Oregon Stamp Society, Northwest Philatelic Library, and
Christmas Seal & Charity Stamp Society. He has been collecting stamps since 1968 and seals
since 1969. Seal collecting is his primary philatelic interest. He is a frequent contributor to
Seal News, the official publication of the Christmas Seal & Charity Stamp Society. On behalf
of that group, he has been conducting a census of tied Christmas and Easter Seals fo
determine each year's and type’s degree of commonness or rarity and fo find the earliest
known use of each. Allimages herein are of items in the author’s personal collection.
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Research Note

A TWO-CENT COIL RARITY?
Charles Neyhart

I’ve long been a fan of the innovative U.S. Liberty series and routinely search dealers’ face-
value postage boxes for potential new finds. But, who would guess that an otherwise
ordinary 2-cent Jefferson coil line pair could be a valued as a rarity? The coil in question is
the 2-cent dry printed, small perforation holes, untagged variety issued in 1961. My
colleague and fellow varieties collector, Steve Chown, recently told me that a mint, never
hinged line pair was listed in the 2010-11 Brookman price list supplement at $750! How can
this be?

The 2-cent Jefferson coil made its appearance October 22,
1954. It was printed from 170-subject plates on the
Stickney rotary press and finished on Stickney equipment.
That stamp is a wet printing with large perforation holes.
[Tagging U.S. stamps was still a ways off.] The first dry-
printed coil from the Huck-Cottrell press, printed from 384-
subject plates, is dated May 1957. Because the Huck
perforating equipment was not yet ready, this output was finished on the old Stickney
equipment, so it, too, has large perforation holes. The Huck finishing equipment went online
in 1958 to process coils [starting with the 3-cent Statue of Liberty] printed from 432-subject
plates with small perforation holes.

™
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The dry-printed, small perforation holes, untagged 2-cent Jefferson coil stamp was issued
August 1961; the tagged version of the same stamp followed on May 8, 1968. No fanfare
attended the former, but first day notice was given the latter. The Durland Catalog identifies
six plates used to print the subject stamp. Printing data from the BIA Checklist follow:

Plate No. Certified First To Press Canceled Units
26360 9/30/1959 8/1/1961 6/29/1970 86.356
26361 9/30/1959 8/1/1961 6/29/1970 111,489
26399* 7/29/1964 8/5/1964 2/11/1971 472,539
26400~ 7/29/1964 8/5/1964 2/11/1971 472,542
27977 8/23/1965 4/6/1966 6/29/1970 151,381
27978 8/23/1965 4/6/1966 12/3/1969 126,210

1,420,517
1,420,517 units x 432-subjects/plate = 613,663,344 stamps

*Also used to print the tagged version.

Even if one assumes that as much as one-half of the output from plates 26399-26400 is
assignable to the 1968 tagged stamps, that leaves over 400 million untagged stamps.

If catalog value reflects market activity, then there must exist some degree of scarcity relative
to the subject stamp. The values for the other 2-cent Jefferson coil varieties are minimal, so
what underlies this scarcity? Are the usual suspects in play —a limited production run? The
dilemma of rate changes? I would answer a resounding “no” to these. The untagged stamp
was in production for over six years and 400-600 million stamps were printed and
presumably distributed. As for rate changes, domestic surface postal rates were relatively
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stable during the usage period of this stamp; but, what is most noticeable is that the 2-cent
denomination meshed quite well with everyday rates, in multiples or in make-up
combinations. This versatility promoted robust usage; it turned out to be a postal workhorse.

So, believe it or not, the scarcity of this 2-cent coil stamp in mint condition is due mostly to
its heavy use by postal patrons and, to some extent, collectors and dealers not adding or
stocking this stamp during its availability in post offices. After all, the large hole-small hole
distinction as a philatelic variety really didn’t catch on until much later and tagging, at the
time, was not well understood in regard to its potential collectability.

The subject coil is available from specialist dealers. Be prepared to pay a premium, up to
$40-$50 for the line pair. Other dealers may not carefully separate the varieties, so it might
be possible to “gamble” on acquiring dry printed-small perforation holes pairs and maybe
snagging the untagged variety at a low cost. [Examining tagging at stamp shows, particularly
with a hand-held lamp, is often problematic.] Finally, don’t overlook a dealer’s face value
postage box.

END OF YEAR GIVING

As the Holidays are in the wings, we would be most pleased if you remembered Northwest
Philatelic Library in your year-end giving. As a 501 (c)(3) nonprofit entity, your donation
to NPL is deductible for tax purposes. Our members and friends have been very generous
with donations - over 125 individuals have donated to NPL since our 2003 inception. As a
philatelic library, we thrive on donations of cash,
philatelic literature, and stamp collections. We prudently
invest donations into those things that make us better. As
one example, we are currently forming a philatelic
research “lab” within the library space, with a myriad of /45 ;
philatelic tools and accessories to better serve the research e Sworsagi. > st Ssrsage
needs of library users. e

V0000000

Regardless of what you donate, know that your donation
is important to us. We will send you a donor recognition
form to use as a receipt for your tax deduction.

United Sttes Festege ~

2
Saanaaaaanaasnianaasaananas

You can drop off donations at the Library or mail them to: Northwest Philatelic Library, P.O.
Box 6375, Portland, OR 97228-6375.

For more information, you can email us at nwpl@qgwestoffice.net.

o 00
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LIT ADDITIONS

The following titles have been added, through donation or purchase, to the NPL Collection.
Harmers of London, Postal Ephemera, Auction Catalog, 1986. [Janice Weinstock]

Henry & Frances Heyburn, Postcards of the Falkland Islands, A Catalogue: 1900-1950,
Authors, 1985. [Jerome Petersen]

Regis Hoffman & Thomas J. Richards, Private Auxiliary Markings on Hollywood Fan
Mail, Auxiliary Markings Club, 2010. [Tony Wawrukiewicz]

James E. Kloetzel, ed., Scott 2011 Standard Postage Stamp
Catalog, Vol. 6 (San-Z), Amos Press, 2010.

Major R.K. Malott, Canadian Interrupted Flight Covers, An
Exhibit, BNAPS, 2009. [Gloria Neyhart]

Peter Motson, Newfoundland Airmail Stamps and Air Mail
Flights: 1918-1949, An Exhibit, BNAPS, 2009. [Gloria Neyhart]

H. Thomas Steele, Lick ‘em, stick ‘em: The Lost Art of Poster Stamps, Abbeville Press,
1989. [Greg Alexander]

United States Postal Service, History of the United States Postal Service, 1775-1993. [Ed
Kane]

BAYARD MENTRUM LITERATURE DONATION

Bayard Mentrum has added significantly to a wide array of areas in the NPL Collection.
Bayard, an NPL member, joined the Oregon Stamp Society’s Junior program in 1958. He
collects worldwide classics with a specialty interest in France & Colonies. Bayard’s personal
philatelic library comprises well over 125 titles, amassed over time for educational purposes,
including a continuing specialist study of fakes and forgeries. As part of a general
downsizing, Bayard opted to contribute parts of his personal library to NPL because he knew
it would be going to “a good cause.”

American Philatelic Congress, The Congress Book 1967.

Douglas Armstrong, Silver Jubilee Stamps of the Empire, A Souvenir Record, Stamp
Collecting Ltd., n.d.

Edward Denny Bacon, Supplement to the Line—Engraved Postage Stamps of Great
Britain, Printed by Perkins, Bacon & Co., Chas. Nissen, 1929.
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Emerson N. Barker, Early Colorado Mails, Author, n.d.

A.H. Boyce, Bougainville Art, The Planning of a New Set of Stamps, New Zealand
Ponwinkle Publications, 1976.

D.A.R. Murray Brown, Norfolk Island Cancellations and Postal 7 e

Markings, Pacific Islands Study Circle, 1974.

Keith de Vere Buckingham, Cancellations, Censor and

Registration Handstamps of Nauru, Pacific Island Study Circle, :"‘"""“"
n.d. =

A.R. Burge, The Decimal Currency Arms Type Stamps of Niue e st
Island and the Tokelu Islands, Pacific Islands Study Circle, n.d. P

A.R. Burge, Cancellations of the Cook Islands and Niue, Pacific Islands Study Circle,
1971.

Yen Chi-Wen, An lllustration of Revenue Stamps of China [Part 5], Author, 1980.

R. Courtney Cade, Handbook of British Colonial Stamps in Current Use, 2" ed., Crown
Agents, 1955.

Christie’s Robson Lowe, The Isleham Collection, Part Four: British Empire Postage
Stamps, Auction Catalog, 1987.

Connoisseur Catalogue, Machin Printings, 1967-1982, 6™, Connoisseur Publications, 1982.

Horace E. Coulson, United States 1893 Issue: The 2-cent Columbian, Harris Publications,
1926.

Marcel Danescu, Catalogul Marcilor Postale Romanesti, 1974.

THE CONFEDERATE STATES

POST-OFFICE DEPARTMENT

ITS STAMPS & STATIONERY
4 Rovord of hiirvesment

Alfred Diamond & W.V. Kenworthy, Types of the 2c and 3c
Washington Series of 1912-21, rev., Society of Philatelic
Americans, 1960.

August Dietz, The Confederate States Post-Office Department, Its
Stamps & Stationery; A Record of Achievement, 2", Dietz Press,
1950.

Neil Donaldson, The Postal Agencies in Eastern Arabia and the Gulf, Harry Hayes, 1975.

Charles R. Entwistle, A Priced Checklist of British Army & Field Post Offices, 1914-
1919, Chavril Press, 1997.

Filanumismatica, Stamp Catalogue of the Republic of Equatorial Guinea, 1975.
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John A. Fox, The Philip Silver Specialized U.S. Airmail
Collection, Auction catalog, 1985.

John A. Fox, The Howard Lehman Collection of United States
Stamps and Covers, Auction Catalog, 1954.

Richard Frajola, California Postal History, Auction Catalog, 1985.

Walter Frickstad et al., A Century of Nevada Post Offices, 1852-
1957, Authors, 1958.

B.L. Fuller, The Twentieth Century Philatelic Directory, Author, 1908.

Samuel Grossman, Stamp Collecting Handbook, Longacre Publishing, 1973.

Rolf Gummesson et. al., The Early Postmarks of Finland, Lauri Peltonen, 1974.

Joseph M. Hale & Charles A. Emerson, Handbook of Naval Postmarks, 2", Authors, 1959.
Gordon R. Harmer, Scott’s Dollar United States Stamp Catalogue, Scott Publishing, 1953.
Joseph Granville, Price Predictions on U.S. Stamps, Vol. 1, H.L. Lindquist, 1947.

H.R. Harmer, The Postmaster Stamps of St. Louis, Missouri, Auction Catalog, 1948.

H.R. Harmer, The Alfred H. Caspary Collection, Sale 3: Postmasters’ Provisionals of the
Confederate States of America, Auction Catalog, 1956.

H.R. Harmer, The Alfred H. Caspary Collection, Sale 8: United States Carriers and
Locals, Auction Catalog, 1957.

Harmer, Rooke & Co., The Colonel E.H.R. Green Collection of Rare Postage Stamps,
Part XVII, Auction Catalog, 1944,

Harmers Auctions, The Allan L. Steinhart Collection of Prestamp and Stampless Covers
To, From and Through British North America, 1685-1865, Auction catalog, 2005.

Horace W. Harrison, Canada’s Registry System, 1827-1911,
American Philatelic Society, 1971.

L. Seale Holmes, Holmes Handbook and Catalogue of Canada
and British North America, Author, 1943. Q’“
L. Seale Holmes, Specialized Philatelic Catalogue of Canada and

British North America, 8", Ryerson Press, 1954.

R.H. Houwink & A.G. de Magahaes, Postmarks of Timor Portuguesa, International
Society for Portuguese Philately, 1984.

Book Reports Nov-Dec 2010 Page 19



Frits G. Huygen, The Hong Kong Revenue Stamps, Author, 1979.

W. Jackson, Gibraltar Postal Stationery, Gibraltar Study Circle, 1977.

C. Kitching, Pitcairn Islands Postal History Markings, Author, 1976.

Janet Klug, Catalogue of Tin Can Mail Cachets, 2", Tonga/Tin Can Mail Society, 1985.

Harry M. Konwiser, General Catalog of Postmarks of the United States, rev., Paul Bluss,
1946.

R.A.G. Lee, Queen Victoria: A Specialized Study of the 1881 o

GREAT BRITAIN

One Penny Lilac, Part 2, Great Britain Philatelic Society, 1990.

Robert A. Lee, Catalogue of Canadian Duplex Cancels, Author,
1987.

THE PENNY LILAC

Robin Linke, The Grierson-Smith Collection of Australian
Georgian Heads, Auction Catalog, 1995.

P.C. Litchfield, Guide Lines to the Penny Black, Robson Lowe, 1947.

Robson Lowe, The Encyclopedia of British Empire Postage Stamps; Volume I, Great
Britain and the Empire in Europe, Author, 1947.

Robson Lowe, The Encyclopedia of British Empire Postage Stamps; Volume V, The
Empire in North America, Author, 1973.

Robson Lowe, 50 Pall Mall, Author, 1980.

Elena Marzulla, Pictorial Treasury of U.S. Stamps, Collectors Institute, 1974.
AJ.P. Massy, Isle of Man Postmarks, Manx Philatelic Society, 1969.

Lewis A. McArthur, Earliest Oregon Post Offices as Recorded in

Washington, Oregon Historical Society, 1940. GUIREgLINES
gt

W.G. Meredith, The Postage Stamps of Ireland, 1922-25, 3", Author,
1926.

Henry A. Meyer et. al., Hawalii, Its Stamps and Postal History,
Philatelic Foundation, 1948.

W.1. Mitchell, The Mitchell-Hoover Official Catalog of Bureau Precancels, 27", Stephen
G. Rich, 1943.

Vahan Mozian, Norval H. Green Collection of New York Postmasters’ U.S. City
Despatch Post, Auction Catalog, 1956.
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Edwin Mueller, Handbook of the Pre-Stamp Postmarks of Austria, New York Collectors
Club, 1960.

George C. Mynchenberg, Official Catalog of Double line Electros, 5, Gilbert W. Noble,
1955.

John S. Nelson, The Handbook of British Perfins, 2", Security Endorsement & Perfin
Society, 1984.
New York Journal and American, The Presidential Series, n.d.

Peter Oldham, ZEAPEX ’80 Magazine, Vols. 1-4, New Zealand Stamp Exhibition, Inc.,
1980.

A K.L. Perrin, The Hong Kong “China” Overprints, Colonial and
; Foreign Stamp Co., 1972.

D.G. Pollard, The Rhodesia Stamp Catalogue, Salisbury Stamp

Co., 1982.

Dickon Pollard, The King George VI Commonwealth Postage
Stamp Catalogue, 1997, Murray Payne, 1996.

Bertram W.H. Poole, The Stamps of the Cook Islands, McKeel’s Handbook No. 1,
Mekeel-Severn-Wylie, n.d.

J.R.W. Purvcs, Victoria: 1901-12 Issue, 6, 9d and 2/- Values, Hawthorne Press, n.d.

J.R.W. Purves, Victoria: The V Over Crown Watermarks; Types, Suppliers, Varieties
1867-1905, 1912, Hawthorne Press, 1964.

J.R.W. Purves, The “Emblems” of Victoria, 1857-63, Royal Philatelic Society of Victoria,
1957.

Michael Rogers, China: Displaying Postal History, Author, n.d.
Society of Philatelic Americans, S.P.A. Fakes and Forgeries Seminar, 1979.

Jacques C. Schiff, Jr., United States Major Errors, 1937-1972,
Auction Catalog, 1973.

Albert J. Schwalm, Plating Hawaii’s 1894-99 Two Cent Stamp,
Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center Stamp Club, 1973.

Shreve Philatelic Galleries, The Samuel Richmond Stock Featuring
Essay & Proofs of United States Revenues, Auction Catalog, 1997.

John Simpson, Channel Islands Revenues, A Story and A Catalogue, 2", C.1.1.S., 1985.
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Y. Sourin, Philatelic Iconography, Rare and Unusual Stamps, Covers, and Cancellations
included in the Edward S. Knapp Collection, Philatelic Research Laboratories, 1941.

Joseph M. Sousa & Michael Rogers, The Vexatious Foochow Bisect, Michael Rogers, n.d.

J.B.M. Stanton & K.G. Rushworth, King George V: A Study of the Provisional Issues of
1934 and 1935, Stanley Gibbons, 1960.

R.M. Startup, Censored in the Pacific, Postal History Society of New
Zealand, n.d.

R.M. Startup, Postage in Cash, Postal History Society of New
Zealand, 1984.

Clark Stevens, City Type Surcharge Dies, 1920, United Postal
Stationery Society, 1973.

Arthur Summerfield, U.S. Mail, The Story of the United States Postal Service, Holt,
Rinehart & Winston, 1960.

Thomas M. Tenczar, The Post Office Town List for Hungarian Portion of the Austro-
Hungarian Empire (1871 to 1920), Author, 1975.

Thomas M. Tenczar, Checklist of Town Cancels of Bosnia and Herzegovina (1878 to
1918), 2" Author, 1992.

Thomas M. Tenczar, The Post Office Town List for the Austro-Hungarian Empire (1850
to 1900), Author, 1995.

T.L.C. Tomkins, The Persian Gulf, Stamp Collecting Ltd., 1950.

Keith Tranmer, Postal Markings of the Austro-Hungarian Navy, 1914-1918, Author,
1961.

F. Hugh Vallencey, British Postmarks, Vallencey Press, 1935.

D.H. Vernon, Philatelic Handbook of the Gilbert and Ellice
Islands, Pacific Islands Study Circle, 1973.

D.H. Vernon, Cancellation Study of the British Solomons Island
Protectorate, Pacific Islands Study Circle, 1976.

D.H. Vernon, Cancellation Study of Gilbert and Ellice Islands,
Pacific Islands Study Circle, 1977.

S.P. Wang, Stamps Tell the Story of the Republic of China, Director of Posts, 1971.

Robert N. Washburn, PNCs on Cover, Author, 1990.
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Waterlow Study Circle, Waterlow Perforations, variously dated.

Yvert & Tellier, Catalogue de Timbres-Poste: 2001 Tome 1, France, 2001.

IN APPRECIATION
To those generous individuals who have made recent donations of literature to NPL.

Greg Alexander
Tom Cooney
Win lIbert
Ed Kane
Gloria Neyhart
Jerome Petersen
Tony Wawrukiewicz
Janice Weinstock

We THANK YOU All for your Support!

RESEARCH STUMPER é V

Every now and then, we are faced with interesting questions. So, we thought we would ask
our readers to weigh in on a solution. This is our sixth “Stumper.”

The item in question is the carmine 2-cent Canada War Tax stamp
[Scott MR2]. During WWI, Canada imposed a levy to finance the war
effort. War tax stamps were used originally to pay a tax on certain
goods and services, including carrying the mail. The “stumper” is to
explain the source and meaning of the arc of three circular holes near
the stamp’s edge.

If you have a plausible SOLUTION, submit it to NPL. We will write it up in a future issue
of Book Reports and give you full attribution. Submissions should be in writing. Document
your solution to the extent practicable. The “best” solution will be determined by NPL. Send
your solution via email or snail mail at the appropriate address in the table at the end of this
issue. [Gloria Neyhart provided the stamp for this “Stumper.”]
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Should you wish to comment on this issue of Book Reports, or have questions to bring to the
atftention of our readers, please send those to us.

Northwest Philatelic Library, Inc.

President - Charles Neyhart, Secretary i Orlie Trier, Treasurer - Wayne Holmes, Directors: Darlene
Lengacher, Janice Weinstock, Grant Williams and Greg Alexander. Director of Sales i Larry Spray.
Secretary Emeritus - Tom Current.

Contact: P.O. Box 6375, Portland, OR 97228-6375
(503) 284-6770 nwpl@gwestoffice.net www.nwpl.org

Northwest Philatelic Library, Inc. is a nonprofit, tax exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the
Internal Revenue Code. Any contributions to NPL may be deductible as charitable contributions on the

qp& 1546-204454

donordés tax return.
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